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Looking back to October, we spent time getting to grips with our urban design assignments, and after studying many books and guidelines, it’s hard to beat actually being inspired and taught by successful places. An extra curricular October weekend in Paris, apart from being a holiday, served to also provide a new way of looking at urban form. Apart from admiring the well-known streets, the ‘triangular block’ and grand boulevards of Hausmann and his successors, I discovered a new area and a fantastic park in the regenerated Bercy area between the Gare de Lyon and the Seine, which is well connected to the city whether arriving by Metro or on foot. 
 
At the heart of an urban regeneration development, Parc de Bercy is sited on a former wine warehousing area and knits together several key elements of the area: it houses a multi functional sports stadium, a Frank Gehry cinema building, and also incorporates high quality housing (with mixed tenures) which provides passive surveillance, wraps the park and defines the edge. The park provides a range of large and small scale open spaces of real beauty and deals very well with public and private space interfaces. 

Crucial to its success, the park acts as a well-used link, and a pedestrian bridge across the Seine links the Bercy quarter to the landmark Bibliotheque Nationale (the National Library).  An ingenious idea by the Mairie de Paris was indicated by several Wi-Fi hotspots in the park…..this might be harder to justify in our climate (both economic and meteorological) but it’s an example of creative thinking in urban spaces which is welcome, whatever the weather…..  

Staying with climate issues, closer to home, and in the very MPlan home, the realities of possible wetter winters and increased flood risk have been displayed to us all.  This should serve as a sharp reminder to us students that in our careers as planners we will probably see flooding occurring more frequently.  Seeing buildings flooded, roads impassable and farmland under water sends this message so much more forcefully – that we need to do our share to understand the causes and try to plan effectively for flood risk – although this is undoubtedly an issue, which cannot be confined to one particular sector. However, returning to reading, I revisited the excellent Atlas of Cork City, which has historic records of flooding as well as possible future flood scenarios for the city - such resources may well become invaluable in the future. The recent IPI CPD events around the country on flood risk management and climate change and water management have indeed proved to be very timely…..
 It will be a very quiet, lecture-free week on campus due to the flooding, and our first field trip to west Cork will not now go ahead….  This should give me a chance to catch up on assignments, and to reflect on the IPI Autumn conference held on Friday 20th, which proved extremely informative. An excellent range of speakers combined to bring clarity to the two main topics of the conference - Appropriate Assessment and the changes proposed in the new Planning Bill. On the concept of ‘AA’, the speakers included Garrett Simons who must be a familiar name to students of planning and environmental law, while in the afternoon, the main measures of the Planning Bill were well outlined and thoroughly analysed. 

This presented plenty food for thought….enough to keep busy with, now that it’s started to rain again. 
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courses.arch.ntua.gr/fsr/106427/PARC_DE_BERCY.pdf

..http://www.ucc.ie/en/media/Report-on-Major-Flood-Damage.pdf
