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This blog is occupying a small slot in days otherwise filled with the final, yet largely enjoyable, stages of the dissertation, as we in second year enter the final fortnight of our studies. 
I am taking this as a chance to stand back from the work – and to reflect on my research topic (public open space provision in residential areas) in a wider context - which serves, among other things, as a reminder of the pace and the patterns of development during the recent past, and the lessons which we have, or should have, learned. 
Having been encouraged in the University to take a ‘reflective’ approach to the planning process, both academically and professionally, a reading of the weekend papers certainly provided food for thought on both planning and politics. It is interesting to note comments from our current and former political leaders on the subject of property- based tax incentives and the lack of a property tax during the economic ‘boom’. This combination was one of the factors which have been cited as contributing not only to speculative building but also inappropriate development, of which we saw evidence on our spring field trip. 
While it is healthy to acknowledge these past mistakes, and is a welcome first step, it is also necessary to learn from these actions and ensure that these mistakes are not repeated. However what is most worrying in my opinion is the suggestion from a former leader that the Government was under severe pressure from a range of interested parties, and that this contributed to the delay in abolishing these tax incentives. To suggest that the leaders of our country, who have an interest in the common good, were so pressurised by interested groups not to abolish the incentives is certainly a concern for those interested in proper planning and sustainable development.  Is it good enough to blame lobby groups for the delay in ending such policies?
An interest in proper planning and sustainable development was what initially sparked my desire to study planning in UCC, and it is interesting to remember my initial perceptions of the Irish Planning System and reflect on how this has changed with the knowledge we now have. Although looking back on the economic boom, especially with insights such as the above, can be disheartening for some of us, now more than ever is the time to ensure that these mistakes do not reoccur in the future. 

