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SEA Directive (2004) Article 1 - Objective

B to provide for a high level of protection of the environment

B to contribute to the Integration of Environmental Considerations
into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a
view to promoting Sustainable Development

by ensuring that

B an Environmental Assessment is carried out of certain plans and

programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the
environment

STRATEGIC- INTEGRATION of ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS IN PLAN/PROGRAMME -MAKING PROCESS



Habitats Directive - Article 6
Appropriate Assessment

B Any plan or project...likely to have a significant effect on a
Natura 2000 site (s), either “individually or in combination”
with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate
assessment of its the implications for the site in view of the
site’s conservation objectives




SEA & AA Requirements

SEA Decision —Making Requirement

| The Environmental Report and consultation feedback including
transboundary “shall be taken into account’ during the preparation of the
P/P and before its adoption,

AA Decision —Making Requirement
B ...the competent authority
“shall agree to the plan or project”
only after having ascertained that
“it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site(s) concerned’ ...
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Sectors Subject to SEA
Requirements

TranSport
WaTer

TouRism

PIAnning
WasTe
FishEries
EnerGy

Industry
TeleCommunications

ForEstry

Agriculture




SEA Environmental Topics include:

» Cultural Heritage - Archaeology, Architecture
»Human Health

» Water

» Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

» Landscape S
»Soil

» Air & Climatic Factors

» Material Assets

»Population

[Tl

A @m) AA

> Inter- relationships between the above




State of Environment Asessment

B An evidence assessment of the environment as a whole

m Considers:

M Socio-economic context and developments
B Pressures on environment
[ |
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B Societal and other responses

® Purposes
B Provide a shapshot of the environment
B Track trends and changes in the environment
H Identify main environmental priorities for the future

B Most recent report — Ireland’s Environment 2008



Population Change 1996-2006

Province % Change
1996 - 2006

Leinster +19.3

Munster +13.5

Connacht +16.4

Ulster (part) +14

Total +16.9
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Urban Settlements & Land Cover Change

— Greater Dublin Area

B Approximately 2.6 million people (60 % population) live in
600 urban areas

B Population migrating to suburbs, satellite towns and villages
B |[mplications for infrastructure, emissions, biodiversity etc.
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Main Environmental Challenges

Limiting and Adapting
to Climate Change
1. Mitigating the causes and effects of climate change
2. Adapting to climate change impacts
3. Improving our understanding of climate change

Reversing Environmental
Degradation

Mainstreaming
Environmental Considerations

1. Incorporating envirenmental 1. Preventing eutrophication

considerations into policies ENVIRONMENTAL and other water pollution

and plans RESEARCH & 2. Protecting natural habitats
2. Ensuring environmentally TECHNOLOGIES and species populations

responsible businesses 3. Remediation of contaminated

3. Changing behaviours land

Complying with Environmental
Legislation and Agreements
1. Building a culture of environmental compliance
2. Enfarcement of legislation at national and local level
3. Meeting EU and other international obligations
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Landcover 1990

B sirpors

- Bare rocks
Beaches, dunes, sand
Board Leaved forest
Burnt areas
Coastal lagoons
Complex cultivation pattemns
Coniferous forest
Construction sites
Continuous urban fabric
Discontinuous urban fabric

M oo

- Estuaries

Green urban areas

Industrial or commercial units
Imland marshes

Intertidal flats

Agricultiure and natural vegetation
Mineral extraction sites

Mixed forest

Moors and heaths

Matural grassland

Mon-irmigated arable land

Pastures

Peaatbogs

| Road and rail networks

Salt marshes

Sea and Ocean

Sea ports

Sparsely vegetated areas
Sport and leisure facilities
Stream courses

Transitional woodland scrub
Water bodies

Understanding
Baseline
Situation




Landcover Change 1990-2000

|:| Construction sites

@  Urban Waste Water Treatment Plants

- Discontinuous urban fabric

_ I River Order
- Industrial or commercial units

I nNon-irrigated arable land

- Foad and rail networks and associated land

|:| Transitional woodland scrub
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Some Actions Required

O Central National GIS of current datasets

O Priority National Habitat Mapping

O Monitoring Network of Key Habitats/ Species

d Monitoring of Habitat Quality

O Preparation and Implementation of Management Plans
O Central National Biodiversity/SEA/ EIA Databases

O Establish National AA/SEA/FRA Focus Group



Some !! Challenges
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Integrated Joined up —Planning & Assessments

Cumulative Impact Assessment/ In Combination Effects

Full Integration of AA with SEA, EIA and P/P/P

Really Inform and Engage Key Decision Makers and the Public

Improved Understanding of Ecosystem Dynamics, what maintains the
Inteqgrity of Natura 2000 sites & Favourable Conservation Status

Halting Biodiversity Loss by 2010

Compliance with Article 6 and overall Habitats Directive

Fit for Purposes Assessments




Some!! Realities

O Economic Downturn
» Breathing space before next dampened peak in cycle
» Limited Resources —Assessment, Monitoring, Research
» Need for Smarter Assessments
O Ireland supports Annex | Priority Habitats —e.g. Turloughs, Machairs
O Biodiversity -a National Resource — Green/ Knowledge Economy!
O Implications of Climate Change
O SEA well underway ~200 SEA’s since 2004 ~ Some Sectors to engage

O AA for Plans/ Programmes has commenced since 2006/2007

O SEA/ AA/ FRA- Significant tool in Sustainable DeZoning/ Rezoning



Some EPA SEA/AA Actions:

Short Term

» Best Practice Notes CIA/ In- Combination Effects
»Recording of AAs with SEA Draft P/Ps

» Effectiveness of SEA Review - AA?!

» Inclusion of SEA activity/data on Website

» EPA Biodiversity Action Plan

Ongoing

»Promote Integration of Policies and Objectives in P/Ps
»Promote Integrated/ Joined- up Planning / assessments
» Review of Integration of AA Outputs in SEA/ P/P

»Promote linkages with NI Authorities- Transboundary
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ransboundagy Best Practice
fglze orward Plan

f“ . '  Know Scope of P/P

e Zone of Influence of P/P
* Focus on Key Issues

* Full Range of Impacts
* Natura 2000 Sites

- Assess at relevant level
A * Prioritise Avoidance
Bring About * Precautionary Principle
Environmentally * Ildentify other P/Ps & P’s

Sustainable Development [SREaliSHiCMitigatioch .




