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Code of Practice for the
provision of schools

i Programme for -Government includes
commitments re school planning and building:

* To ensure no rezoning of land for residential
development without provision of land for
schools

* Put in place clear procedures for LAS to ensure
proper planning for new schools and extensions

* To Improve the arrangements for acquiring
sites for schools



Development of Code of Practice

A Discussions between DES; DOEHLG and
City and County Managers Association

A Cabinet Sub -Committee on Infrastructure

A Drawing on the experience of co -operative
models piloted with Fingal, Kildare, Meath,
Waterford and other Councils

A Formalised Code of Practice to govern
Interactions between DES and Local
Authorities Iin relation to school planning
and site acquisition



Context: The Future

AUp to 100,000 additional primary and post - primary school
places will be required over the next 7 years

AThese are additional school places over and above the
accommodation capacity of the existing schools

AAnnual total of births in Ireland has been increasing since
1995

Alnward migration has been a significant factor in demand
for places

AProjected growth in enrolments will not be evenly spread
across the country

AAcquiring sites and providing this level of school
accommodation across multiple locations will be extremely
challenging and will require a high level of co -ordination
and planning

AThe implementation of the new Code of Practice
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Code of Practice T IS set out under
two broad headings

A Interaction at the development
planning stages

A ldentification of sites for schools



Code of Practice I development

planning stages: the Code obliges

A DES to supply planning authorities with
estimates of future school - - -going
population demand

A DES to collaborate with planning
authorities in the development and
finalisation of local area plans

A Local Authorities to consult with DES In
relation to future school provision likely to
arise from any proposed developments

A The Code reinforces and standardises
good practice between DES and Local
Authorities




Implementation of Code of
Practice: Co-ordination with Local
Authorities

i Close co -operation between DES and
relevant Local Authorities re planning
for schools and acquisition of sites
will be essential

i Planning starts with the LAP process
and early engagement

i Range of issues to be clarified at
early stages of LAPs



The Code IN Practice

A Consultation at pre - -draft stage of LAP

A |dentify the key issues I the scale and
pace of development proposed, the
capacity of existing schools (if any)

A Planning for new schools T sizes and
optimum locations

A The timing of when new school
accommodation is likely to be required

A Timely accessibility of sites for new
schools



Code IN Practice

A Regular DES/LA meetings

A Specific-discussions on forward planning
ISsues

A Pre-draft examination of areas where LAPS

proposed

n depth analysis by DES of capacity in
the area

A Sharing of information with Local
Authority

A Draft of LAP and formal submission
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LAP Town Population

Plan for 3,450 residential units
Projected population of 10,000 persons
1,200 children will be primary - school going age

Over 5 class groups (140+ pupils) in each
standard from junior infants to 6 th class

5+ single stream primary schools or 2.5 two
stream schools

850 teenagers of post -primary age
Large post primary school

140 pupils sitting junior cert and 140 pupils doing
the leaving cert annually



Some current Development Plans
Schools Requirements

@ NorthDublin T based on Council sod6o Local Ar e ¢

. Accommodation requirement in North Dublin up to 2011 will be for
o Approximately 16,000 school places
o Site requirement of over 180 acres

u  Census 2006 figures show a population increase in Fingal of 22%
(compared to 8% nationally)

U Projections for North Dublin show further significant population
increase up to 2011

a  Other Rapidly Developing Areas
u East Meath 1 6,500 school places
U South Louth T 13,000 school places
U West Dublin 1 13,000 school places
. Cherrywood in Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown I 5,400 school places
a« Medium Term Focus
U The short term focus is on primary provision
U The medium term focus will rapidly shift to post - primary requirements

U The goal will be to meet the emerging school accommodation needs of
all Developing Areas and, by working closely with local authorities, to
deliver schools in tandem with housing developments



Generic LAP data

How the Department calculates the extent of primary-and
post primary provision needed in an area:

12% of the population I children of primary school going
age.

8.5% of the population I children of post primary school
going age.

At primary level, planning for school accommodation is
calculated on the basis of a Pupil Teacher Ratio of 24.1
mea_llning each individual classroom in a school will have 24
pupils.

New primary school buildings are generally provided in
multiples of 8 classrooms. This is because there are eight
iIndividual class groupings between junior infants and 6th
class. A 16 classroom school would mean that there are 2
junior 1 nfantso classes, 2

seni

or



Typical primary school site Sizes

A A new school ranging in size from 4 - 8
classrooms requires 0.77 hectares (1.9
acres)

A A new school ranging in size from 8 - 16
classrooms requires 1.14 hectares (2.8
acres)

A A new school ranging Iin size from 16 - 24
classrooms requires 1.6 hectares (4 acres)
A A new school ranging in size from 24 - 32

classrooms requires 2.2 hectares (5.47
acres)



Post Primary site

A At post primary level, the Department
refers-to the size of a building by the
number of pupils it will cater for because
the number of pupils, together with the
curriculum to be delivered (which is school
specific), will dictate the range and extent
of specialist facilities to be provided.

A Typically the maximum school size is one
catering for 1,000 pupils

A 4.86 hectares (12 acres) are required for
a new post primary school.



School Site reservations

The Department requests site reservations to be made as
close as possible to community facilities such as sports
facilities, libraries etc. so that these can be shared between
the school and the community.

The Department promotes the concept of multi -school
campus arrangements e.g. 2 or more primaries side by side
or a primary and a post primary school sharing a site.

Both of these approaches can have the affect of reducing
the land take for school development.

Site Suitability; see DES website www.education.ie  and
Technical Guidance Document - 025 1 ldentification and
Suitability of Sites for Primary School for detailed

information.




