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Code of Practice for the 

provision of schools
üProgramme for Government includes 
commitments re school planning and building:

* To ensure no rezoning of land for residential 
development without provision of land for 
schools

* Put in place clear procedures for LAs to ensure 
proper planning for new schools and extensions

* To improve the arrangements for acquiring 
sites for schools



Development of Code of Practice

Â Discussions between DES, DOEHLG and 
City and County Managers Association

Â Cabinet Sub -Committee on Infrastructure

Â Drawing on the experience of co -operative 
models piloted with Fingal, Kildare, Meath, 
Waterford and other Councils 

Â Formalised Code of Practice to govern 
interactions between DES and Local 
Authorities in relation to school planning 
and site acquisition



Context: The Future 
ÅUp to 100,000 additional primary and post -primary school 
places will be required over the next 7 years

ÅThese are additional school places over and above the 
accommodation capacity of the existing schools
ÅAnnual total of births in Ireland has been increasing since 
1995
ÅInward migration has been a significant factor in demand 
for places
ÅProjected growth in enrolments will not be evenly spread 
across the country
ÅAcquiring sites and providing this level of school 
accommodation across multiple locations will be extremely 
challenging and will require a high level of co -ordination 
and planning
ÅThe implementation of the new Code of Practice



ñThe Provision of Schools and the 

Planning System ïA Code of 

Practice

for Planning Authorities, Department 
of Education and Science and 
Department of Environment, 
Heritage & Local Governmentò

Published jointly by Ministers in July 
2008



Code of Practice ïis set out under 

two broad headings 

Â Interaction at the development 
planning stages

Â Identification of sites for schools


