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LAPôs: An Overview

Â P & D Act 2000 provided for the first 
time for the preparation of statutory 
local area plans.

Â Section 18 to 20 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended 
by the Planning and Development 
Act 2002.
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When can LAPôs be prepared?

Â A planning authority may at any time and for any 
particular area within its functional area prepare 
a LAP (s. 18(1)).

Â A planning authority can but are not required to 
prepare LAP for areas which it considers suitable 
and in particular those areas which require 
economic, physical and social renewal and for 
areas that are likely to be subject to large scale 
development within the lifetime of the LAP 
(s.19(1)(a)).

Â DP can indicate that specified development in a 
particular area will be subject to the making of a 
LAP (s.10(7)).
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When do LAPôs have to be 

prepared?

Â Planning authorities are required to 
prepare LAPôs in respect of an area which:

ÅIs designated as a town in the most recent 
census, other than a town designated as a 
suburb or environs in that census

ÅHas a population of 2000+, and 

ÅIs situated within the functional area of a 
planning authority which is a county council (s. 
19(1)(b)).



5

Manager and LAPôs

Â Procedure for adopting LAP does 
differ to that of DP.

Â Arguably Manager has greater role 
than in preparation of DP.

Â Manager can amend any proposed 
modification or variation of draft LAP 
put forward by elected members 
where s/he considers it appropriate 
(s.20(3)(f)). 
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Lifespan of a LAP

Â LAP has to indicate the period for which 
the plan is to remain in force (s. 
18(4)(a)).

Â BUT the procedure to make, amend or 
revoke a LAP must be commenced at least 
every 6 years after the making of the 
previous LAP (s. 19(1)(c)).

Â The LAP can be amended or revoked at 
any time (s. 18(5)).
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Relationship between LAP and DP

Â LAP has to be consistent with the 
objectives of the DP (s. 19(2)).

Â LAP is separate to the DP and can 
have a different timeframe.  
ÅIf the DP is varied or a new DP is made 

which affects the area to which the LAP 
relates and if the new / amended DP 
conflicts with any provision of the LAP 
then the provision of the LAP cease to 
have effect (s. 18(4)(b)).


