6th May 2008

Paula Hanrahan

Planning Section

Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government

Custom House

Dublin 1

Re: Resourcing the Planning System 
Dear Paula,

Further to your correspondence seeking submissions in respect of the consultation process, Resourcing the Planning System, the Irish Planning Institute welcomes this review process. The Institute would endorse the principle of increasing planning fees in a move to ensuring that the administrative costs of processing an application are borne by the applicants.  
Please find enclosed a copy of the Census of the Irish Planning system published by the Institute in 2007 which examined current resources in the planning system. The Census Report sets out a number of key findings and recommendations which the Institute would request the Department to consider as part of this review. 
The Institute would welcome any further opportunities to comment and/or elaborate on this topic. 

Yours sincerely

__________________

Joanna Kelly

Hon. Secretary
